
North Carolina’s snowy mountain ranges are a skier’s dream. Visitors and 
residents alike can enjoy the state’s stunning views and thrilling slopes 
between November and March.

This map is furnished free of charge and is not to be sold 
or used for promotional, commercial or political purposes.

Each year, junior golf fans participate in Pinehurst’s annual  
U.S. Kids Golf Teen World Championship. The week-long event 
has been a hole-in-one for many golf lovers since 2005 and 
continues to be a highly anticipated sporting experience.  

The North Carolina Museum of Art opened its doors in 
1956 and has an impressive collection of art spanning more 
than 5,000 years. It also features an impressive 164-acre 
museum park, the largest in the country, which is scattered 
with artistic creations.

The North Carolina Zoo is one of our state’s most unique features. Located in 
Asheboro, it is cited as the largest walk-through zoo in the world. It is home to 
more than 1,600 animals and has over 700,000 visitors each year. 

Described as a “pottery paradise,” 
Seagrove boasts an array of local 
craftsmanship. Visitors can view these 
creations in the town’s much-loved 
Seagrove Pottery shop. 
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North Carolina has three maritime museums containing oceans of knowledge. 
From marine fossils to Blackbeard’s flagship, the Hatteras, Beaufort and 
Southport locations are informative and enjoyable coastal galleries. 

North Carolina is proud to be first in flight! In 1903, the Wright Brothers flew 
their glider over Kitty Hawk. A monument dedicated to their ingenuity and 
success can be visited in Kill Devil Hills on our state’s Outer Banks.

Welcome

The International Festival of Raleigh is a 
celebration of global culture, cuisine, arts 
and education. More than 50 international 
groups from around the Triangle participate 
every year to honor and share their heritage.
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Photos courtesy of N.C. 
Department of Transportation 
unless otherwise noted
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The Greensboro Science Center’s capacity 
for fun has no ceiling… literally! Nature 
lovers can enjoy a day in the tree tops while 
learning about North Carolina’s wildlife. 
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Shoppers enjoy South Main Street in Davidson. Home to more than 
12,000 North Carolinians, its downtown streets are lined with great 
places to eat, shop and visit. 

The North Carolina Apple Festival is 
held annually over Labor Day weekend 
in Hendersonville. It has been Western 
North Carolina’s premier family festival 
for more than 60 years.

The Mile High Swing Bridge at Grandfather 
Mountain is the highest eastern peak of 
North Carolina’s stunning Blue Ridge 
Mountains. The structure’s name reflects 
its height.

Merchant Millpond State Park in Gatesville provides a stunning 
backdrop for a natural adventure. Between the nine miles of 
hiking trails, campsites and fishing banks, there’s something 
for everyone.
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AVIATION. With 72 publicly 
owned and operated airports 
and more than 330 privately 
owned airports, heliports and 
other landing areas, aviation 
is a vital part of the state’s 
economy. More than 62 million 
passengers fly to and from 
North Carolina each year. 
Commercial and general aviation 
airports generate about $56 
billion annually and provide 
more than 307,000 jobs.

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN. 
North Carolina has an extensive 
system of more than 5,000 
miles of cross-state, regional, 
and local mapped and signed 
bicycle routes along lightly 
traveled scenic roads.

FERRY. The North Carolina Ferry 
System was established in 1947 
with a single route linking the 
North Carolina mainland with 
Roanoke Island on the Outer 
Banks. Today, it is the second-
largest state-run ferry system in 
the nation, with 22 boats serving 
seven routes on five bodies 
of water across eastern North 
Carolina. The ferry system is an 
extension of the state’s highway 
system and serves visitors 
and residents as they travel to 
work, school or unforgettable 
vacations along the coast.

For more information, call 
1-800-BY-FERRY (293-
3779) or visit ncferry.org.

NC BY TRAIN. NC By Train is a 
convenient travel option with 
service eight times daily to 
Charlotte, Kannapolis, Salisbury, 
High Point, Greensboro, 
Burlington, Durham, Cary 
and Raleigh. It also serves 
the northeast. Passengers on 
Piedmont trains can request 
a Transit Pass and present it 
when boarding a participating 
transit system’s bus to help 
reach their final destination. For 
schedules and ticket information, 
call 1-800-BYTRAIN (298-
7246) or visit ncbytrain.org.

TRANSIT. Transit systems 
provide mobility for citizens 
without a vehicle and those 
who prefer to let someone 
else do the driving. At work 
in all 100 counties, public 
transportation provides access 
to employment, education, 
medical services, shopping 
and recreational activities.

HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS. 
With about 80,000 miles 
of highway, North Carolina 
has one of the largest state-
maintained highway systems in 
the nation. Along these miles are 
60 designated scenic byways 
that give visitors and residents 
alternates to the faster-paced 
highways and interstates.

The Scenic Byways Program 
provides travelers the 
opportunity to slow down and 
see the diverse beauty the Tar 
Heel State has to offer—from 
the peaks of the Appalachian 
Mountains to the fertile hills of 
the Piedmont, and the marshes 
and sounds in the Coastal Plain.

WILDFLOWER PROGRAM AND 
POLLINATOR HABITATS. The 
North Carolina Department 
of Transportation Wildflower 
Program began in 1985 as part 
of the effort to help enhance 
our state’s natural beauty for 
citizens and visitors. More than 
1,500 acres of wildflower beds—
annuals, perennials and N.C. 
native wildflowers—enhance our 
roadsides. In addition to their 
beauty, these wildflowers serve 
an important purpose as sources 
of nectar for pollinator species 
such as bees, hummingbirds, 
butterflies and moths, while 
also providing habitats for 
these dwindling populations. 
The program is funded through 
sales of personalized license 
plates and donations.

DRONES. Drone use is 
increasingly popular. The 
Federal Aviation Administration 
and model aircraft enthusiast 
groups have established several 
guidelines to follow to ensure 
a fun and safe experience 
when using your drone:

• Always fly below an altitude of 
400 feet and fly within  
your direct line of sight; 

• Do not fly within five miles of an 
airport, near stadiums  
or other public events, 
or for compensation; 

• Do not fly a drone that weighs 
more than 55 pounds;

• Do not fly at night, even 
if your drone is equipped 
with lights; and

• Take lessons before flying.

You need to register your 
aircraft if it weighs between 
0.55 lbs. (250 grams) and up 
to 55 lbs. (25 kg) by visiting 
registermyuas.faa.gov. 

TOLL ROADS. Toll roads in 
North Carolina use all-electronic 
tolling technology, so there 
are no toll booths or delays. 
Customers either receive a bill 
by mail or have their NC Quick 
Pass account deducted.

An NC Quick Pass transponder 
is the most convenient way to 
pay. It saves drivers 35 percent 
on NC toll rates and discounted 
rates in some other states. 
SunPass, Peach Pass and E-Z 
Pass are also accepted. 

For more information, 
visit ncquickpass.com.

REAL ID. The federal REAL 
ID Act requires states to issue 
identification that meets higher 
federal security standards. 
North Carolina’s REAL ID 
meets these standards.

Beginning Oct. 1, 2020, travelers 
will have to provide additional 
identification to board a 
commercial flight or visit federal 
facilities unless they have a 
REAL ID or U.S. Passport. The 
required identification may vary.

For more information on REAL 
ID, including the requirements, 
visit ncrealid.gov.

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the great state of North 
Carolina. While you’re here, I hope you 
get the chance to experience our state’s 
unmatched beauty, history and spirit.  

With sunny beaches, awe-inspiring 
mountains, vibrant cities and charming 
small towns, there’s truly something for 
everyone in North Carolina. From our 
acclaimed colleges and universities to 
our booming businesses and industries, 
the opportunities are endless. 

And to help you get to it all, we 
have almost 80,000 miles of state-
maintained highways as well as ferry, 
rail, aviation, public transportation and 
bicycle and pedestrian networks. 

No matter where you’re headed, 
remember to put safety first. Buckle 
your seatbelt, obey the speed limit 
and traffic laws and avoid distracted 
driving. I hope you find this State 
Transportation Map a helpful resource. 
You can find additional travel information 
online at visitnc.com and ncdot.gov. 

When it comes to finding the right 
place to live, work and play, North 
Carolina is second to none. I hope you 
enjoy your visit and come back soon.

Very truly yours,

Governor Roy Cooper

NCDOT

@NCDOT

@NCDOTCOM

JAMES H. 
TROGDON III
Secretary of 
Transportation

CONTACT 
INFORMATION
This map was prepared by the 
NCDOT Communications Office 
and the NCDOT Mapping 
Section. Suggested revisions 
may be submitted to the 
NCDOT Mapping Section, 1567 
Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 
27699-1567. 

Submit general map inquiries 
to the NCDOT Communications 
Office, 1503 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1503. To 
order maps, call 1-800-VISIT 
NC (847-4862) or go to 
visitnc.com/statemap.

ON THE COVER
Cataloochee Ranch mountain 
scene in fall. Photo courtesy of 
VisitNC.com—Bill Russ 
Beach near Surf City. 

FOLLOW US

Department of Transportation 
The N.C. Department of Transportation oversees a robust system 
of highways, as well as aviation, rail, transit, ferries, and bike and 
pedestrian facilities that provide important connections to jobs, 
education, healthcare and recreation. 

For more information about NCDOT and its programs, visit ncdot.gov.
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